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Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Emigration
Policies of Mongolia
January 20, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On September 4, 1996, I determined and

reported to the Congress that Mongolia was
not in violation of the freedom of emigration
criteria of sections 402 and 409 of the Trade
Act of 1974. This action allowed for the con-
tinuation of most-favored-nation status for
Mongolia and certain other activities without
the requirement of an annual waiver.

As required by law, I am submitting an
updated report to the Congress concerning
the emigration laws and policies of Mongolia.
The report indicates continued Mongolian
compliance with U.S. and international
standards in the area of emigration.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on January 21.

Interview With Jim Lehrer of the
PBS ‘‘News Hour’’
January 21, 1998

Independent Counsel’s Investigation
Mr. Lehrer. Mr. President, welcome.
The President. Thank you, Jim.
Mr. Lehrer. The news of this day is that

Kenneth Starr, the independent counsel, is
investigating allegations that you suborned
perjury by encouraging a 24-year-old woman,
former White House intern, to lie under oath
in a civil deposition about her having had an
affair with you. Mr. President, is that true?

The President. That is not true. That is
not true. I did not ask anyone to tell anything
other than the truth. There is no improper
relationship. And I intend to cooperate with
this inquiry. But that is not true.

Mr. Lehrer. ‘‘No improper relation-
ship’’—define what you mean by that.

The President. Well, I think you know
what it means. It means that there is not a

sexual relationship, an improper sexual rela-
tionship, or any other kind of improper rela-
tionship.

Mr. Lehrer. You had no sexual relation-
ship with this young woman?

The President. There is not a sexual rela-
tionship—that is accurate.

We are doing our best to cooperate here,
but we don’t know much yet. And that’s all
I can say now. What I’m trying to do is to
contain my natural impulses and get back to
work. I think it’s important that we cooper-
ate. I will cooperate. But I want to focus on
the work at hand.

Mr. Lehrer. Just for the record, to make
sure I understand what your answer means,
so there’s no ambiguity about it——

The President. There is no——
Mr. Lehrer. All right. You had no con-

versations with this young woman, Monica
Lewinsky, about her testimony, possible tes-
timony before in giving a deposition?

The President. I did not urge anyone to
say anything that was untrue. I did not urge
anyone to say anything that was untrue.
That’s my statement to you.

Mr. Lehrer. Did you talk to—excuse me,
I’m sorry.

The President. Beyond that, I think it’s
very important that we let the investigation
take its course. But I want you to know that
that is my clear position. I didn’t ask anyone
to go in there and say something that’s not
true.

Mr. Lehrer. What about your having—an-
other one of the allegations is that you may
have asked—or the allegation that’s being in-
vestigated is that you asked your friend Ver-
non Jordan——

The President. To do that.
Mr. Lehrer. ——to do that.
The President. I absolutely did not do

that. I can tell you I did not do that. I did
not do that. He is in no way involved in trying
to get anybody to say anything that’s not true
at my request. I didn’t do that.

Now, I don’t know what else to tell you.
I don’t even know—all I know is what I have
read here. But I’m going to cooperate. I
didn’t ask anybody not to tell the truth. There
is no improper relationship. The allegations
I have read are not true. I do not know what
the basis of them is, other than just what you
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